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In the year 2020  we celebrate the first ever International 
Year of the Nurse owing to the bicentenary of Florence 
Nightingale  from the  Nursing Now Campaign(1). At the 
same time, the  Nursing Course  at the  Nursing School  of 
the Federal University of Goiás (FEN/UFG) celebrates its 
historical 45 year anniversary. In this scenario the world was 
surprised by the COVID-19 disease, declared by the World 
Health Organization as a pandemic(2).

Nursing is responsible for the  majority  of the health 
workforce and in the view of the Triple Impact of Nursing 
report(3), which points out the importance of this profession 
at a global level, worldwide action strategies have been 
outlined to cope with COVID-19, such as virtual classrooms 
on hand hygiene(4), reflection on the role of nursing in 
emerging intensive care(5), considerations on innovations 
regarding personal protective equipment(6), among others.

In the  context  of FEN/UFG, the entire planning of 
the academic programme was modified in order to meet this 
new circumstance. The 45 year celebration of the Nursing 
course includes the engagement of management, teachers, 
students and administrative technicians with direct and 
indirect involvement in activities related to the pandemic, 
to list: 
• support to the university’s senior management in actions 

related to the pandemic, including composition in the 
Crisis Committee;

• participation in the H1N1 vaccination campaign in the 
city of Goiânia;

• conducting  in-person and online training actions in 
health and education units on different topics relevant to 
the context of the pandemic;

• production of personal protective equipment (PPE) 
to contribute to front line health care workers,  as well 
as control and distribution of these throughout the 
University;

• release of an editorial for the stricto sensu postgraduation 
program to select candidates with projects related to 
COVID-19;

• conducting screening, diagnosis and monitoring of 
symptomatic health and public safety workers for 
COVID-19;

• preparation of epidemiological research on COVID-19 in 
symptomatic health and public safety workers in Goiânia;

• conducting telemonitoring to monitor signs and 
symptoms, development of the case and adherence to the 
social isolation of health and public safety workers;

• elaboration and execution of training courses on subjects 
related to COVID-19 for a wide range of professionals; 

• scientific technical production: Biosafety Protocols, 
Guidance on the Corona virus for pregnant women, 
mothers and newborns for women’s health, guidelines for 
the protection of elderly health in relation to COVID-19; 

• partnership with other bodies and units of UFG and 
external partners such as Health Departments of the 
Municipalities and the State of Goiás for actions related 
to facing the pandemic.
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When analyzing the scientific production and the practice 
itself in the context of FEN/UFG, it appears that Nursing is 
carrying out actions with national and international impact at 
this time of the pandemic and that this institution has fulfilled its 
relevant social role of training and contribution in Goiás, Brazil 
and the world health through its technical-scientific, ethical and 
political production throughout its 45 years of existence.

It should also be noted that Nursing is an indispensable 
profession in the context of health and for it to play its role, 
dignified working conditions, appreciation and recognition 
are necessary, in addition to communication between 
institutions aiming at advancing the profession.

For us to value the teachings of Florence Nightingale in the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic, we must reflect on spaces, 
distance, cleanliness, use of personal protective equipment, in 
addition to disease monitoring statistics(7). So, we need more 
than “applause”, we need respect and recognition to show why 
2020 is the International Year of Nursing!

The focus of our actions is Caring and it will be no 
different when facing COVID-19. We will do our best as a 
profession and as an Academy we will be together with health 
services, in the fight and control of Pandemic. 

Perhaps it is the best event to celebrate the 45 years of 
creation of the Nursing Course at UFG and the Bicentenary 
of Florence Nightingale.  

It’s time for the collective to show their strength! 
Congratulations Nursing! Congratulations FEN/UFG!
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